
FOREWORD LEVEL I 

 

F O R E W O R D 

The study materials which comprise Introduction to Tibetan Language (Level I) have been 

developed specifically to facilitate learning to read Tibetan (U-chen script).  This forms the first 

part of a course of study in the Classical Tibetan language as taught under the auspices of the 

Tibetan Language Institute, a non-profit educational organization dedicated to the study of the 

language and literature of Tibet.  The Institute was founded on the belief that Tibetan language 

study is essential for the preservation of Tibetan culture.  These study materials represent a 

distillation of numerous resources, refined through practical teaching experience to meet the 

pedagogical needs of Tibetan language teachers and their beginning students.  It is our sincere 

wish that these efforts will help establish a solid foundation for learning Tibetan and contribute 

to a deepening study of the language and culture of Tibet.  

David Curtis, Director, Tibetan Language Institute  

C O N T E N T S                                                                     
LEVEL I:  Learning To Read the Tibetan Script 

 

1.                  The Thirty Consonants and the Four Vowel Signs 

2.                  Subscribed Letters and their Pronunciation 

3.                  Superscribed Letters and their Pronunciation 

4.                  The Five Prefixes 

5.                  Prefix Exceptions: .-   before  2-   and  :-   Nasalization 

6.                  Finding the Root Consonant of a Syllable and Spelling 

7.                  The Ten Suffixes and their Pronunciation 

8.                  Pronunciation Changes with Suffixes  /- �=- �.- �?-  

9.                  The Second Suffixes  .-   and�?-  

10.              Vowels with Suffix�:-  

11.              Using the Tibetan Dictionary 

12.              Abbreviations in Written Tibetan 

13.              Tibetan Transliteration of Sanskrit 

14.              Basic Tibetan Vocabulary   -  120 words 

15.              Homework: Basic Tibetan Vocabulary Exercises 


